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No consultation by the State Government on speed limit changes.  

Steven supports trying to reduce road accidents but believes road 

funding is the answer, not reducing the speed limit on our roads.  

WORKING FOR YOU IN GOYDER  

Speed limit changes due to road 

funding neglect 

 On Tuesday, 8 November 2011, Road Safety Minister 
Jennifer Rankine announced the speed limit on many of 
our rural roads will be reduced to 100km/h. 
 Changes to the speed limit on 45 rural road sections 
within a 100km radius of Adelaide and on Yorke Peninsula 
will result in the majority of the open main road network 
within the Goyder Electorate (excluding the Port Wakefield 
Highway) will be reduced from 110km/h to 100km/h.  
 Instead of lowering speed limits, the Labor Government 
should be addressing our stateôs $200 million road      
maintenance backlog.  Regional South Australianôs should 
not be penalised by reduced speed limits because the   
Labor Government has neglected to invest in our road   
network over the last nine and a half years.   
 It is also very frustrating that no consultation           
whatsoever was undertaken with motorists, industry,   
Members of Parliament or local government prior to the 
Minister announcing the Government will lower the speed 
limit on our roads.  
 Minister Rankine tries to defend her position by saying 
that decreasing speed limits will result in less fatalities, I do 
not accept this. Speeding kills, not speed limits! 
 Since I was elected as the Member for Goyder in 2006 I 
have lobbied the government to have the speed limit     
reinstated to 110km/h on the Yorke Highway (section of 
road between Federation Park and Ardrossan) after it was 
reduced to 100km/h in 2004 - this section of road  received 
subsequent funding of approximately $1.5 million for  
shoulder widening and passing lanes.  

 I continue to fight for funding for our deteriorating road 
network (including presenting a petition signed by 2,396 
people in State Parliament for increased road funding) 
however such pleas have fallen on deaf ears.   
 The Department of Planning, Transport and             
Infrastructure (DPTI, formerly DTEI) have commenced 
erecting new speed limit signs across the regional road 
network, with work due to be completed before Christmas.   
 I have sought to meet with Minister Rankine and the 
issue has been discussed with my Liberal colleagues.        
I encourage everyone to make contact with the Road 
Safety Minister Jennifer Rankine via email on                          
minister.rankine@dfc.sa.gov.au or phone 8463 6611. 
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Steven at the Ceres Wind Farm Project Open Day  at Curramulka with 

Suzlon representatives and interested community members.  

Ceres wind farm project  
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 On 31 August 2011, wind turbine company Suzlon   

announced a proposal to construct a $1.3 billion wind farm 
on Yorke Peninsula.  
 The Ceres Project will be located approximately 20km 
south-west of Ardrossan, extending towards Pt Vincent and 
incorporate up to 180 wind turbines.  
 The proposed wind farm will have the capacity to       
deliver power to 225,000 homes every year, delivering up to 
600MW to the electricity grid via a High Voltage Direct   
Current (HVDC) submarine connection across Gulf St    
Vincent to metropolitan Adelaide. 
 While the Ceres Project was initiated and is supported 
by a group of Yorke Peninsula farmers, I have had many 
calls about the development and the possible impact it may 
have on nearby residents and farming practices.  
 Based on these concerns I want to ensure adequate 
consultation and transparent information is provided to   
people living in the region.  Contact made with Suzlon    
resulted in an Open Day being held at the Curramulka  
Community Club at the end of October, with 150 people 
attending.  
 Project managers attended the Open Day to present 
details and answer questions people had about the          
proposed wind farm development.  
 Consultation with the community and stakeholders    
continues, and an environmental assessment of the project 
has commenced.   If the project is approved site works are 
scheduled to start by the end of 2013.  
For more information about the Ceres Project visit 
www.theceresproject.com.au   

OLYMPIC DAM - FAST FACTS  
 

¶ Legislation for the Olympic Dam mine expansion to 

proceed, the Roxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) 
(Amendment of Indenture) Amendment Bill was passed 
through the House of Assembly on Wednesday, 9   
November 2011. 

¶ If the Bill passes in the Upper House by BHP Billitonôs 
preferred deadline of 20 December 2011, business/
industry in SA will benefit from pre-commitment   
spending of $500 million (at the time of printing the 
Greens proposed to introduce approximately 100 
amendments). 

¶ Olympic Dam near Roxby Downs will be the world's 

biggest open cut copper, gold and uranium mine. 

¶ The open pit will be more than four kilometres long, by 

three kilometres wide and one kilometre deep. 

¶ The project will contribute to South Australiaôs gross 
domestic product by an estimated $47.7 billion (net 
present value) over the next 30 years. 

¶ The mine has a life of 70-100 years. 

¶ It is estimated the mine holds $1 trillion worth of       

minerals. 

¶ Expansion of the mine will create 6,000 new jobs     

during the construction phase, 4,000 jobs when the 
mine is in  full operation, and 15,000 indirect jobs. 

¶ It will take up to five years to remove the soil on top of 

the mine (350m); costing BHP $5-$6 million. 

¶ BHP will not strike ore until approximately 2018, the 

State will then receive royalties based on fixed royalty 
rates for 45 years; 5 per cent for uranium and 3.5 per 
cent for other minerals. 

¶ Companies interested in supplying to the current and 

expanded project should register with the Industry   
Capability Network SA www.icnsa.org.au  

¶ Major infrastructure required over time to support the 

expansion include a new accommodation village for 
workers, a 200ML/per day coastal desalination plant, 
320km of pipeline to deliver the water to Olympic Dam, 
additional port facilities at Outer Harbor, and a barge 
landing facility at Port Augusta, all funded by BHP   
Billiton. 

New policy framework for wind farms  
 

 Wind farms continue to be a controversial issue 

throughout South Australia and the nation. 

 The South Australian Labor Government have released  
for consultation their proposal for new policy framework  
regarding the development and assessment of wind farms.  
Key components of the proposed new  framework include: 
 

¶ reinstating Local Government as the key body to   

assess wind farm proposals; 

¶ restoring certainty to the planning approval process 

for communities, councils and investors; 

¶ requiring that developers manage the visual impact of 

their developments, which includes requiring that   
turbines be located at least 1 kilometre from dwellings 
(unless both parties agree to a lesser  distance); and 

¶ removal of the capacity for appeal by third parties 

against proposals that are consistent with this        
approach and are located in sparsely populated 
zones. 

 

As previously advertised and displayed on my website,  
submissions on the Statewide Wind Farm Development 
Plan Amendment & Renewables SA Discussion Paper will 
close on 13 December 2011. For more details visit 
www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/news/package-of-reforms-for-wind-
energy-developments 

http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/news/package-of-reforms-for-wind-energy-developments
http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/news/package-of-reforms-for-wind-energy-developments


                                        

Small Business Commissioner in South Australia 
 The Office of the Small Business Commissioner will be established in South Australia following the passing of the 

Small Business Commissioner Bill in State Parliament in October 2011. 
 As the Shadow Minister for Small Business I was the Opposition spokesperson on the Bill which was introduced into 
Parliament on 28 July 2011 by Minister Tom Koutsantonis.   
 The Liberal Opposition did not support the Bill in the form it was introduced as it was quite different to the draft      
version that went out for public consultation in March this year, primarily in that it included issues relating to franchising 
which were not covered originally. (Small business and franchising issues were to be dealt with via   separate legislation 
ï this did not occur).  
 As a result I received a lot of contact from people asking why full support was not given to the governmentôs Bill,   
particularly from newsagents and the farming community.   
 After much discussion and consultation with small business and industry, concerns continued to be raised about the 
fact that the State Labor Government have continued to slash funding for Small Business since elected in 2002 by     
removing the Small Business Advocate and Small Business Ombudsman support services, while imposing crippling 
taxes ï the highest in the nation ï that hamper growth and deter investment. It was strongly felt by the Opposition that 
small business in South Australia deserved much more than a mediation service through a Commissioner and that   
franchising reform should happen at a national level to ensure a consistent approach.  
 While I have my doubts that the Small Business Commissioner will be able to deliver on the assurances of Minister 
Koutsantonis, I believe it is up to all Members of Parliament to make sure that the Commissioner, and the powers      
provided to it, operates effectively to benefit small business and franchises in South Australia.  I remain committed to 
Small Business ï a key economic driver in our State, and will do all I can to ensure this occurs. 

Marine Parks Management Plan  
release delayed  

On 19 November 2011 Premier Weatherill confirmed that 

the release of the draft Management Plan for the stateôs 
19 marine parks would be delayed to allow additional  
consultation to occur.  This is a good move and shows 
that the concerns put forward by many community    
members about the sanctuary zones has finally be       
listened to.   

 As part of the Upper House inquiry into Marine Parks, 
the Parliamentary Select Committee visited Maitland on 
Tuesday, 25th October 2011 to hear submissions from 
the Yorke Peninsula community. 

 Members of the Committee heard submissions from  
residents, community groups and industry representatives 
who voiced concerns about the State Governmentôs    
consultation process.  Many people, including those    
involved in the Local Advisory Groups (LAGs) feel that the 
government is not listening to them.  While support for 
marine parks in general is widespread, serious concerns 
exist in relation to the size and placement of sanctuary 
(no-take) zones. The decision by the State Government to 
delay the release of the Management Plan and continue 
consultation is welcome and I urge people to continue to 
put their views to myself and Minister Caica. 

Proposed changes for young drivers 

 In October the State Government released a            

Discussion Paper on proposals to change South Australiaôs 
Graduated Licensing Scheme.   
 It is my concern that some of the proposals will greatly 
disadvantage young drivers and their families in regional 
communities.  Of particular concern is the impact any 
changes to the driver license scheme will have on young 
people being able to access employment and training    
opportunities, as well as sporting and social events in the 
community that are a vital part of life in the country.       
Outlined in the Discussion Paper are proposals including: 
 

¶ raising the minimum age for a provisional licence 

from 17 to 18 years; 

¶ extending the total minimum provisional licence    

period from 2 to 3 years; 

¶ a restriction on driving between midnight and 5am for 

all P1 drivers for the duration of P1; 

¶ a passenger restriction for all P1 drivers allowing no 

more than one passenger under 21 (with exemptions 
for immediate family members or for employment). 

 

 It has been a widely publicised road safety initiative of 
the Government and our office has received a lot of contact 
about the proposed changes.  
 I have relayed all concerns to the Shadow Minister for 
Road Safety, Mark Goldsworthy - the Opposition      
spokesperson on the issue.    
 Submissions on the Governmentôs Discussion Paper 
will close on 9 December 2011.  Additionally, I urge       
everyone to make contact with Road Safety Minister     
Jennifer Rankine on minister.rankine@dfc.sa.gov.au or 
phone 8463 6611. 
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